EAST MIDLAND CENTRE AUTO-CYCLE UNION Ltd

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the East Midland Centre Auto-Cycle Union Ltd, held at the Vale of Belvoir Hotel, Whatton on the Vale, Nottingham on Sunday 20 January 2008 commencing at 2.00 p.m.

Item 1.  To record the attendance.

Mr D Chapman in the Chair, 9 members of the Executive Committee, 7 Delegates representing 12 clubs as detailed on the attendance sheet.

Item 2  To receive and consider any apologies for absence.

Apologies were received and accepted from Messrs E Nelson, R Langdale, M Jessup, N Richardson, P Minnion, A Nixon, H Gilson and Mrs L Crabtree.
Item 3.  To approve the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 21 January 2007.

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 21 January 2007 had been circulated and additional copies were made available.  It was proposed by Mr King and seconded by Mr Rowell that these be accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  This was agreed without dissent.

Item 4.  To consider any matters arising from the minutes.

There were no matters arising.

Item 5.  To receive and consider the Financial Report and Balance sheet for 2007 and approve same.
Copies of the Financial Statements for the year ending 30.11.2007 as prepared by Bates Weston and Co. were circulated to the delegates and the Hon. Treasurer guided the Board through the documents, giving detailed explanations where necessary.
An internal audit of the accounts had been carried out by Mr R W Smith.

Mr Slack proposed and Mr Rowell seconded approval of the report, which was carried without dissent.

Item 6.  To receive and consider the Budget proposals for 2008 and approve same.

Mr Shearing presented his proposals for the 2008 budget.  The Centre Handbooks would again be issued to clubs free of charge.  The Centre Levy would remain at £1.50 and all permits be increased by £1 to £20 with road race clubs paying a membership subscription of 50p per member. The overall expenses were generally expected to match income for the Centre and EMRA accounts. 

The Chairman expressed the thanks of the Executive Committee and the Board for the efficient manner in which Mr Shearing had again managed the accounts over the past year.

Mr Rowell proposed acceptance of the Hon. Treasurers recommendations.  This was seconded by Mr R D Smith and carried without dissent.

( Page 1 )

Item 7.  To receive a report from the Hon. Secretary.

Mr Beardmore’s report included the following items :-

The Centre clubs had a very successful 2007 with clubs running many successful and enjoyable meetings.

The Centres Road racing clubs were very active running some excellent events on a variety of circuits. EMRA ran another generally very successful series at Mallory, (although some of the later season meetings were not very well supported), as well as the Post TT meeting and the Race of the Year on behalf of Mallory Park Circuit. Thanks to Ann and Kevin Tubby who have now retired after many years as race secretaries and to Mark Jessup.  Darley Moor was very well supported and Derby Phoenix also ran successfully at a number of venues.

The Centre ran more national trials than any other Centre with rounds of the National Classic, Youth, Sidecar and the Ladies series being run by Lincoln, Sutton Falcons, North Derbyshire, Sheffield and Hallamshire, Mansfield, EMRA and Cheadle, although the threat of Foot and Mouth let to a few events being cancelled. The Bemrose trial was again organised by the North Derbyshire club. 

The Centre has national champions in Emma Bristow (ACU Girls A Class champion for the second time), Katy Bullock (ACU Girls A Intermediate Class champion), Hannah Styles (ACU Girls B Class champion), Luke Walker (ACU Youth C Class champion) and Colin Blackbourn and Paul Whitelam Junior (ACU Sidecar Grass Track British Masters champions).

The Centre teams all put in excellent performances in the Inter Centre team trials with the girls team winning the new Girls class and the Pre-65 teams 2nd and 4th.

Donna Fox was a member of the British Team which won the Ladies Trial de Nations for the second year running in the Isle of Man.  Well done to all of you.

Grass Track continues to grow due to the efforts of the Wainfleet, Leicester and Burton clubs.  The Wainfleet are to be congratulated on running yet another excellent Poachers in August and the consortium of the Burton and Leicester Grass Track Association ran a successful round of the ACU Youth Championships in June.

The Banovallum club ran several sort course Enduro’s which proved popular with riders in the north of the Centre.

There have been a number of training days held by various Centre clubs all of which contributed to the high standard of riding within the Centre and a marshals training event jointly run by Darley Moor and EMRA.

Around 140 guests attended the Centre dinner at Chesterfield. Thanks to Eddie Nelson, Geoff Shearing, Terry and Lynda Crabtree for their work in organising a very enjoyable evening.

He concluded by thanking all of the clubs officials who have organised events this year and the Centre Executive Committee without whom the Centres affairs would not run as efficiently, for all their hard work during the year and hoped that 2008 would prove to be just as successful and enjoyable.
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Item 8.  To accept the recommendations of the Executive Committee that Mr M Jessup (Loughborough & District MCC) be President of the East Midland Centre for 2008 and that Mr R Langdale (Louth & District MCC) be Vice President.

This was proposed by Mr Rowell and seconded by Mr King and agreed without dissent.  

Item 9.  To confirm the appointment of the Officers and Committee members of the East Midland Centre Executive Committee as elected at the 3rd Board Meeting of the Centre of 2007.

Treasurer

G Shearing

(Derby Phoenix MCC)

Assistant Secretary
E Nelson

(Darley Moor MCRRC)

Executive Committee Members.  


Dr. P King
(Clubmans Racing MCC -EM)

Proposed by Mr Slack and seconded by Mr Rowell and agreed without dissent

Item 10.  To confirm that the Officers and Members as agreed in Item 9 above shall be Directors of the East Midland Centre ACU Ltd. for their elected terms of office.  

Proposed by Mr Slack and seconded by Mr King and agreed without dissent

Item 11.  To confirm the appointment of the East Midland Centre delegate to the ACU National Council for 2008.

The following appointment was recommended by the Centre Executive Committee 

Mr M Jessup - voting representative.  

Proposed by Mr Rowell and seconded by Mr Slack and agreed without dissent

Item 12. The Executive Committee of the East Midland Centre proposed to ratify the amendments to the East Midland Centre Championship rules as follows as proposed at the East Midland Centre Trials Seminar on 23 October 2007:-

i. Rule 4.4 Centre trials championship.  Delete.

ii. Rule 4.5 Centre trials championship.  Delete.

iii. Rule 6.2 Solo individual championship. Add Pre-1995 Air cooled Mono class.

iv. Rule 9.3 Delete Class 4 Pre-1995 Air cooled Mono class.

v. Rule 8.2 Add The D Class will be divided into Small and Large wheel classes in accordance with ACU national championship regulations.

Proposed by T Crabtree, seconded by R Slack and agreed without dissent

Item 13.  The Executive Committee of the East Midland Centre propose to amend the rules of the East Midland Centre Grass Track Championships as follows :-

Add Rule 10.7 Curtailment or abandonment of meeting.

In the event of a class at a meeting not being fully completed or curtailed for any reason after the start of the meeting no East Midland Centre championship points will be awarded for that class.

The final decision on the allocation of championship points will be made by the East Midland Centre Executive committee.
Proposed by A Boyle, seconded by R D Smith and agreed without dissent
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Item 14.  To consider any other matters relevant to the Annual General Meeting.

None.
Meeting closed 2.30 p.m

P J Beardmore
Hon. Secretary
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